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it was quite a common occurrence that strife
between two herdsmen plunged a whole clan
in bloodshed and  vendetta.    The Kauravas
and  Pandavas,   two   mighty   scions   of   one
lofty  stem,   did  not   scruple  to  shed  each
other's blood   at   Kurukshetra.     Their  for-
bears  came  from the Punjab where a con-
federacy   with   nine   other  patrician  houses
gave them a leading position.    But the ten
allies were defeated in a decisive battle by
King Kama's gallant sires who won immortal
fame in Vedic warfare and sacred minstrelsy.
In the Epic Age, the heroic Kurus, then
resident in  the   G-angetic  Valley,  had  long
recovered    their    national    prestige.       The
Panchalas, five noble off-shoots of an ancient
seed,   were  their  rivals  and  neighbours  on
the south-eastern border.1    The Kurus, after
gaming   a   victory   over   them,   fraternised,
and  even  formed   a   new  league  with  the
vanquished  foe.     The   united  warbands   of
the Kuru-Panchalas swept the once-victorious
Koshalas down the great river into the land
of  Oudh  where   fresh   laurels   awaited  the
glorious  race  of K&ma.    The  friendship   of
the Kurus  and Panchalas was strengthened,

1 PancMlas means the Five Boroughs if the name is
correctly derived from pancha, the Sanskrit word for five.